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To Testlfy in Bﬂ]y Af

By George Lardner Jr.
 and Edward Walsh.
+; Washinton Post Stast Writers

. President Carter attempted to seize|

the initiative in the Billy Carter affa1r
ye'sterday by-announcing. ‘that he'is. ea¥
Ger. to testify in person before a. Sen-
ate ‘subcommittee mvestwatmg hlsx
" brother’s ties to Libya. L

In an afternocon announcement from
the White House televised live by the
three networks,.the president said he.
wants to appear before the subcom-
mittee “at the earliest opportumty,,
adding, “the sooner the better.”

Carter said a detailed White House
report with-supporting documents on,
the case, requested by the subcommit-
: tee yesterday, will be submitted to the
Sehate panel and. wxll be made pubhc
early next week. : [l ot L AR

Carter saxd that once the report is
made public he will hold a nationally:
televised. news conference to answer
questions on the-case, even if the. sub-
commlttee is .not prepared at that,
tlme to questmn him. - et v

" That will -almost certamly be thef
' case next week, according to the sub-
_ committee’s chau‘man Sen - Birch
"Bayh: (D-Ind.). ; 5
" “Idon’tsee “how we cOuld refuse to
_hear the: presxdent if ‘he. voluntarily.
wants to come- forward at' a given
time,” Bayh 'said’ yesterday. But he
added that he did not think the. sub-

. committee should seek his testimony.
“pefora all -the evidence and all the
facts Thave” been accumulated U

“*The presulent’s announcement the
first time he has “discussed. the case in.

public, was the! Whlte House Tresponse’
to’a deluge’ of. requests for- records;
. bearing - on the BLlly ‘Carter matter:

" from the spec1a1 nme-mem er. Senate]

. subcommittee.: ’

‘ Bayh’s subcornmlttee <a
thte House - to, produce by Frlday

« records and other"information relat-

ing to Libya’s attempts to. influence.
. USs. pohcy, Billy Carter s relationship
“.with the" government of Libya,' the

- Justice Department’s .investigation of .
that relationship .. and - contacts be-.
¢ tween the White House and the Jus-

. tiee Department relatmg to the

€ et Slmﬂarrequests were ma e by

subcomrmttee ‘yesterday to-the. State, |
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Justlce, Energy and Commerce de-{
partments and the CIA, the National|

Security Agency and the FBL:

White -House press secretary Jody!
Powell said he expects .that. most of}
the government ~agencies. *will have-
their reports ready for the subcom-
! mittee about the same time the White
House "report is- submxtted to the
» panel early next week. . WK

Powell’ also said: he “aSsumes” that
all unclassified documents-bearing on-
the case: would be made public along
with” the report. He said this would
include the written: itern the president
found in his records of-a “brief- dis-!
cussion” of . his. brother’s .case with
Attorney General Be*uamm R Crv1-
Jetti on June 17. -

After days of assertlons that thexe
had*-been “ne  contact 'Between the
White: House -and the Justice Depart-
ment on -the: Billy Carter- case, Civiy
letti last.. week acknowledged, after
the president found the, record of the
conversation, that, it had vccurred, ,-ac: |
cordmv to White House officials. « "~

«Carter told. avgroup of House mem:]
_bers last night that he:will not ask
for Civiletti’s. resignation- and . does
not: expect: him "to: resign; -according’
tor:Rep. “Mary Rose.Oakar (D-Ohio);
oneof about. 22 junior Democrats- at.
the; ‘White . House .meeting: : ...silao

A .question’ that. wast'not; answered
by . yesterdayS« .announcement .,
whether the. president is willing to ap—
pear: at an “open,. nationally. televised,|
hearmg ‘on’ Capitol, HilL¥ Powell: “said)

.\‘w:-.

the’ precnse “mechamsm”.tfor hearmb

as}isﬁtor quéstlon ‘the:” president. “He-
said the thte House d1d ‘not. antici-,

1or polltlcal .problem for:the: Whlte
House after the disclosure: earlier this
month that the president’s brother
had accepted $220,000 in what he char-.
acterized "as loans from' the govern-
ment of Libya. .. -~ .

After a lengthy Justlce Department
investigation, Billy Carter reluctantly
.agreed to register as an agent of the
Libyan government, as.required by .
law. Since the disclosure of the loans
-in  the registration -statement' — a:

‘time for them. It has added fuel to

. Democratic

‘less than two weeks. .

.attached to any later hearmcy con-

ﬁ-\

characterization the - Justice ; Depagt

<

ment disputes -~ the White House has-
been besieged with questions about
possible interference in the Justice in-
vestigation and about the president’s
knowledge of the extent of his broth-
er's ties to a foreign government. ”

The controversy has thrown Carter
and his aides on the defensive, and
could hardly have come at a worse

the effort by Sen. Edward M. Ken-
nedy (D-Mass.) and other Democrats
to deny Carter renomination at the
National  Convention,
which convenes in New York City in|

Yesterday, ~ the ~White  House
launched a political counteroffensive ’
with the clear.intent of smothering
the controversy before the convention
with an all-out display :of presidential
candor and openness. While it may be
weeks before the subcommittee is
ready to hear from him, the president
clearly hopes that the news confer-
ence he will hold on the subject next
week will quiet public agitation over
the case and diminish the importance

ducted in the Senate.

Carter’s appearance before televx-
sion cameras in the White  House
press briefing room yesterday was hlS
opening move to take the offensrve

“T have no doubt,” he said, “that]
complete disclosure of the facts will
clearly demonstrate that at no ‘time
did my brother influeuce me in my
decisions toward Libya or the policies|
of this government concerning Libya,
and I am convinced that the facts will
make clear that neither T nor. anyone
acting in my behalf ever sought to in-
fluence or to interfere in the investi-
gation of my brother by the Depart-
ment-of Justice.*: =« R

Discussing the subcommlttee S plans
yesterday Bayh-said-he. would like to

call Civiletti as one of the Subcommlt
tee’s first witnesses next ‘week, but he
acknowledged th‘t thls may' not

feasible. & + "' {

Clvlhettl is- scheduled to leave
Thursday for an Amencan ‘Bar A550c1-
ation convention in Hawau and t’o
from there to ‘Australia.” "

At its  first formal meeting yester-
day afternoon’ the ‘Senate subcommit-
tee authorized Bayh . and Vice Chair=
‘man : Strom' -Thurmond- (R-S.C.): to!
search for a prestigious outside coun-
sel to direct the investigaion. For the
moment, it is<relying on Senate legal
counsel Michael Davidson and; deputy
legal counsel Robert Kelley.

Sen. -Bob Dole (R-Kan.). suggested
that. the hiring of Ja :chief, coursel
come first, but.Bayh .said he: felt!
strongly that the; 1nvestxgatxon should
begin - forththhf i ‘1th prelimmary ‘i

o .
hearm S.. hlgy \I”P; Sppler J&A‘ﬁli'(’f g
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Bayh pointed out that the Senate
Watergate Committee dldn't begin its
hearings until = more - than three
months after that investigation was
authorized in 1973 because it was pre-
occupied with staffing problems. The
Church committee - that investigated
the CIA and the FBI in 1975-78 took
almost three months to hold its first
hearing. .

“If we follow that pattem," ‘Bayh
said, “we're saying that we're not go-
ing to have any investigation until the
election is over 1 don’t think that's
tenable at a :

Dole said he- still. had reservatons
about calling any major witnesses be-
fore a-chief counsel is selected. He
said the subcommittee needs “some-
one with impeccable credentials”.
whose reputation would enhance the
credibility of the investigation.

The subcommittee’s membershin
‘was rounded out at the meeting with
the addition of Sens. Claiborne Pell
(D-R.L) and Richard G. Lugar (RInd.)"
as'the Senate Foreign Relations Com- |
mittee’s representatives. The  other |
seven senators, all  appointed last
week, are from Senate Judiciary. -

“The subcommittee is to meet. again
Thursday in . an effort to set up a.
schedule of preliminary hearings for.
next week. Thurmond suggested that:
the-panel might begin Monday with”
witnesses from the State Department;
the-CIA and other aaenc1es to dlSCuSs
relations with Libya. > - :

~In its request to. the Stat 5 Depa,’ .
ment, the subcommxttee ‘asked’

documents concerning any Lzbyan ef-
forts to promote its “interests in .the
United States, involving: Billy- -Carter
or anyone else, over-the pastil0. years ]
It ‘also asked for a~<rundovji: of, all
with Billy}
about

State ‘Department contacts”
Carter and commumcatgons
hlm_ £ A 5 ”“fv' N
-+ The. CIA was asked to__;Lowde rec-)
ords -showing which officials in the]
ite ouseora € Justice -Depa
;'men. . access to -intelligence e-
ports’ about Billy “Carter’s dealings-
with the: Libyans and .about - Libyan
efforts- to obtain - influence in this]
country. e MRS “i‘-‘}}vr' -
The subcommxttee ‘made" a similat]
request of the top-secret National Se-
curity Agency. The Commerce Depart-
ment, meanwhile, was told to compile
documents concerning export licenses
for salés to Libya, along with a report
on Libyan efforts to drum up business
with Amencan fu'ms il 'z!» T
The Energy~ Department m tum
was asked for information’ .about -oil
exports from Libya-and records con-
cerning - the  Charter' il “Co.: _Billy
Carter approached’Charter Oil ‘execu-
. tives last. year‘wnth & proposal to get
"the- beyans :to_ increase’ their . 011 al-
. locatlon for. that company. IR
'i'rqg:rhe subcommittee also issued a sub-
*poena«,.to, Charter Oil -for documents.
.concerning ity dealmg with. Billy. ;v

LI AT

‘conventmn TEL ey

_bune offxces; Vesco-said ‘his interview
Twith thé sehators<was. in¥nokway in-4

.ments

“Thex‘e are a lot of¥ currents out
there ~-Bayh told . reporters. “Some
peoples want to harng him [the presi-
-dent]. S me ‘want a. whxtewash ? o

Saymg= he" was determined to be
fair, he said he thought preliminary
hearmgs next week important so that
no one at the convention next month
can:say that “we are speeding up or
slowing down :in. order to affect the

" ‘Bayh and! Thurmond also pledded
to;pursue-allegations that some- mem-
bers’.8f - Congress . may have taken.
At tions - from™ the, Libyans, “If
we're "omv‘to get involved in reports
of © leyan influence-peddling;  we've
got- to. look under our “own beds as
well,” Bayh said. . % I

The senators, however seemed un |
impressed by fugitive financier Rob-
ert. L. Vesco’s claims over the week-
end—from his refuge in the Bahamas
—that he orchestrated’ Libya’s pay-
ments.- of- $220,000 to :Billy Carter.
Sen: ‘Dennis DeConcini (D-Ariz.), who
interviewed Vesco with Sen. Orrin G.
‘Hatch (R-Utah), said. Vesco openly
-stated that “his motive in getting the
‘Libyans to pay Billy Carter is ven-
geance toward this administration.”

Bayh said he was inclined to re-
gard what Vesco said as.“a cock and
bull story.” He said Vesco has been
trying to deotroy the presldent for
months. N

DeConcini has been authonzed to
conduct a separate investigation of
Vesco’s alleged connections with past
and present White House aides, but
has yet to decide whether to launch
a full-blown investigation. The Car-
.ter’.administration has been seeking
to return Vesco to the United States
to face trial on lond—standmg cnmx
nal charges. - . TR S

-[In Nassau, Vesco yesterday ques—
tioned the weekend accounts by De-
Concini and Hatch, but. refused to
specny what parts he disagreed with.

[In an: interview ‘at. The Nassau Tri- |

tended to be -an attack on- President’
Carter or anyone else, . but simply to
respond to questions .accurately and
truthfully as. they ‘were posed, iet- ]
ting the chlps fall as they mdy, with.
out in any way ‘trying- to Judae the
culpablhty of any person

I From, pubhshed -reports so far
,lt would ‘appear that the reelectlox
_'atmosphere s> resultmg, in"a® series
of statements being attributed to me,;
and such’ statements are not neces
‘sarily accurate.” - \

~[He declined to say ‘which state~
were inaccurate, and’ also
‘refused_to "discuss »Billy”’ Carter?

The controversy over Bllly< Cart_ar
.also reverberated in the’ House, whare

<

w
»

the Foreign Affairs Commitee voted
to recommed formal adoption by the
full House of a resolutlon of inquiry.
In a letter to the -committee, ﬂleJ
president promlsed to “supply thed
documents listed in the resolution by
Aug 18. Several committee members |
protested that approval of the resolu-
tion would smack too much of & cén-y
frontation - with ~the :White House
when the president had already pledg- |
ed cooperation. But in the end, only;
Chairman Clement J. Zabldcki (D- !
Wis.) voted avamst the commlttees
action.- < 1.~ - -~ cpn e
. The- chxef sponsor of the~ resolutnon-
Rep. Robert E. Bauman -(R- Md), . had,.
hoped to’ get-it to' the House floor by
-Friday=<when -the - House - will*Tecess"
for the - Democratic convention. But
Zablocki said he had-no intention of

bringing it up untxl the convention is’
R LT it 15
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